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AT&T 
Seeks to Cut 
Landline 
Telephone 
Services 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


AT&T is trying to get out 
of providing landline service 
throughout much of Califor- 
nia, including San Francisco, 
but the California Public Util- 
ities Commission (CPUC) has 
proposed rejecting AT&T’s 
request, although not before its 
next meeting on June 20. 

The CPUC says AT&T has 
requested to be relieved of its 
Carrier of Last Resort (COLR) 
obligations in many areas of 
California. If approved, AT&T 
would no longer be required 
to offer landline telephone 
service where it is currently 
required to offer basic service 
in those areas. Basic service 
includes nine service elements, 
including Lifeline rates for eli- 
gible customers, free access to 
9-1-1, telephone relay service 
and directory and operator ser- 
vices. 

On May 10, the CPUC is- 
sued a proposal rejecting 
AT&T’s request to withdraw 
as a COLR and indicating the 
CPUC intends to initiate a new 
rulemaking process to address 
COLR _ telecommunications 
service obligations, although it 
has not made a final ruling yet. 

Wherever AT&T is the de- 
fault landline telephone ser- 
vice provider, this means the 
company must provide tradi- 
tional landline telephone ser- 
vice to any potential customer 
in that service territory. AT&T 
is proposing to withdraw as the 
COLR without a new carrier 
being designated as a COLR, 
according to the CPUC. 

Atranscript from a first-quar- 
ter earnings conference call 
among AT&T executives on 
April 24 explains why the tele- 
phone company is seeking this 
change. 

“We have some places where 
we have a good copper DSL 


Continued on page 10 


Ocean Beach Erosion 
Plan at Great Hwy. 
Page 2 


WNP Turns 25 

Page 5 
Announcements 

Page 7 
Police Blotter 

Page 9 
Farallon Swim 


Page 9 


June 2024 


FREE 


. Sunset Beacon 


RichmondSunsetNews.com 


Gary Meyer a Major Player in Film on SF’s West Side 


r= fil 


By Noma Faingold 


Gary Meyer walks into the lobby of 
the Premiere Theater in the Presidio on 
April 24, opening night of the 67th SF- 
FILM Festival. 

Meyer is a VIP, but does not act like 
it, as he waits his turn in a short line 
to pick up his festival pass and tickets 
to the screening of “Didi,” a semi-au- 
tobiographical, coming-of-age film by 
Sean Wang, a young director from Fre- 
mont, delivering his first feature. 

As a couple of people walk by, they 
wave to Meyer with the familiarity of 
next-door neighbors. One man stops 
and greets him with a cursory, “How 
are you?” As soon as they start talking 
about something film related, they start 
smiling. 

There is a succession of these kinds 
of mutually welcoming exchanges. 
Every few steps he takes, someone 
hugs him or initiates a chat. Meyer, 


Continued on page 4 


Gary Meyer of Oakland posing 
for photographers on April 27 
when he was honored at the 67th 
SFFILM Festival with the Mel 
Novikoff Award. Photo by Noma 
Faingold. 


Taraval Businesses Suffer Impacts of Yearslong Streetcar Project 


By Autumn DeGrazia 


Bright orange signs and traf- 
fic cones line Taraval Street in 
the Sunset District as Muni 
streetcar line repairs continue. 

Laundromats, meat markets, 
law offices and other business- 
es have all faced the challeng- 
es that come with traffic de- 
tours, blocked sidewalks and 
construction companies tear- 
ing up the street to install the 
new L streetcar line tracks and 
infrastructure. 

The L streetcar line began 
operating in 1919 and mainly 


served the Parkside and Outer 
Sunset areas, providing trans- 
portation between West Portal 
Station and the San Francisco 
Zoo. There are approximate- 
ly 205 businesses on Taraval 
Street alone. According to 
the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFM- 
TA), an estimated 27,200 peo- 
ple live within a one-quarter- 
mile radius of the commercial 
area. 

Construction began on the 
L streetcar line in 2019, a col- 
laboration with the SFMTA, 
San Francisco Public Utilities 


Commission and Department 
of Public Works. The con- 
struction plan consists of re- 
placing rail tracks, overhead 
power lines, water and sewer 
lines, repaving streets, updat- 
ing landscaping and making 
the neighborhood safer for pe- 
destrians. 

The project was split into 
two segments, A and B. Seg- 
ment A covered the track route 
from the SF Zoo to Sunset 
Boulevard. This section was 
completed in the summer of 
2021. Segment B began in 
January 2022 and is expected 


to be completed in the fall of 
2024, according to SFMTA. 
This segment stretches from 
Sunset Boulevard to West Por- 
tal Station. 

Many businesses have faced 
repercussions of construction 
on Taraval with road and side- 
walk closures. Outdoor seat- 
ing, street parking and acces- 
sible sidewalks have all been 
impacted. 

“A lot of our clientele only 
want to sit outside in the par- 
klet,” said Francesca Villani, 


Continued on page 11 


Whistle Blower Report Leads to Shutdown of GG Park Horse Riding 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


A horseback-riding compa- 
ny was evicted from Golden 
Gate Park after allegations 
of neglect from former staff 
members led to the Recreation 
and Park Department revoking 
its permit to operate at Bercut 
Equitation Field. 

The Chaparral Corporation, 
which maintains and cared for 
horses there and at Camp Ma- 
ther (a summer camp run by 
the department), was evicted 
from both locations after nu- 
merous complaints about the 
treatment of the horses came 
to light from a three-month 
investigation by the San Fran- 
cisco Standard. 

“Upon gaining a deeper un- 
derstanding around the care 
of Chaparral’s operations, we 
decided to revoke our permit 
with Chaparral Corporation, 
covering both Golden Gate 
Park and Camp Mather,” said 


aE 


The Bercut Equitation Field 


, on Chain of Lakes Drive 


between JFK and Martin Luther King Jr. drives in 
Golden Gate Park, sits empty on May 30 after the SF 
Recreation and Park Department revoked the oper- 
ator’s permit after allegations of animal neglect and 
mistreatment. Photo by Michael Durand. 


the department’s Communica- 
tions Manager Daniel Montes. 


“While an Animal Care and 


Control investigation deter- 
mined Chaparral met the min- 
imum standards for horse care 


under the law, we no longer 
believe they met the high stan- 
dards we expect from our park 
operators.” 

The owners, Shawn Mott 
and Susan Pennell, did not re- 
turn calls or answered messag- 
es seeking comment for this 
article. However, in the SF 
Standard article they denied 
the abuse allegations, stating 
they tried their best to oper- 
ate in a challenging situation. 
They claim that they gave their 
horses adequate medical treat- 
ment and a caring environment 
with enough food, water and 
shelter. 

A 2021 whistleblower report 
by an anonymous former staff 
member, however, describes a 
very different situation. 

“Staff members have re- 
peatedly expressed frustration 
that their concerns with horse 
health are not taken seriously,” 


Continued on page 12 
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Ocean Beach Erosion Plan to Replace Great Highway at Sloat Moves Forward 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


The City’s plan is moving forward 
to replace the Great Highway south of 
Sloat Boulevard with a walking path 
and seawall to deal with erosion threat- 
ening a wastewater treatment plant and 
sewage pipeline at Ocean Beach. 

Although the Ocean Beach Climate 
Adaptation Plan has fans among a cer- 
tain advocacy group, it also has a critic. 

Last month the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors passed an ordinance 
amending the park code to close the 
Great Highway Extension down to 
Skyline Boulevard for motor vehicles, 
which runs past the Oceanside Water 
Pollution control plant, then replace 
it with a “multi-use trail.” The plan 
would also reconfigure the intersection 
of Sloat Boulevard and the Great High- 
way, as well as the entrance to the San 
Francisco Zoo. 

The highway’s existing northbound 
travel lane would be converted to a 
service road, or the service road could 
be constructed east of the current road 
alignment to allow for more open 
space. 

The remaining bluff face would be 
reshaped into a sloping hill, capped by 
and small plaza-like open space area 
adjacent to the zoo for walking and 
sitting extending out from the service 
road and multi-use trail. 

On its website, the San Francisco 
Bicycle Coalition praises the new plan: 
“The Ocean Beach Climate Change 


Adaptation Project will be incredibly 
transformative for people walking, 
biking and rolling across the City and 
region. Currently, accessing this part 
of the City by bike can be difficult and 
safety improvements are necessary. 
Once completed, this project will draw 
more bicycle, foot and bus traffic to the 
southwest corner of the City.” 

But down closer to the beach and 
under the eroding cliffs, it is the con- 
struction of a “buried sea wall” — a 
below-grade wall adjacent to and west 
of the Lake Merced Tunnel, which is 
a 14-foot-diameter pipeline bringing 
sewage water from the residences of the 
Lake Merced area to the plant, where it 
gets treated then released through an- 
other pipe going into the ocean at about 
four miles out to sea. That concerns at 
least one member of another advocacy 
group. 

Bill McLaughlin, a member of the 
Surfrider Foundation, an advocacy 
group for surfers, said the seawall is 
not quite what its proponents claim, 
regardless of whether or not it is de- 
scribed as a “buried” seawall. 

In a letter to the Sunset Beacon 
newspaper, the former Ocean Beach 
Master Plan (OBMP) stakeholder rep- 
resentative says that while the OBMP 
was “a balanced plan of infrastructure 
protection in exchange for beach resto- 
ration, safe beach access, robust visitor 
parking and other recreational ameni- 
ties, the current proposal needs serious 
revision.” 


McLaughlin goes on to state “the 
OBMP envisioned a compromised 
project which included a low profile, 
buried seawall to protect infrastructure. 
Beach and dune restoration would have 
occurred on both sides of the buried 
seawall, with wave run-up allowed to 
wash over the structure. It was a liv- 
ing shoreline design which was geared 
toward minimizing the need for sand 
replenishment projects. 

“The climate adaption project is a 
conventional seawall, twice the size 
of the original OBMP design. It has a 
sloped crown which is be covered in 
sand, mimicking a sand dune. Most 
importantly the new seawall is meant 
to block the shoreline as it erodes. 

“Tt is not a living, ecologically func- 
tional shoreline as found in the OBMP 
plan. Waves and sand are not welcome 
to wash over this structure. A concrete 
walking and bicycle path sits atop the 
seawall. 

“If approved and built, sea level 
rise and climate-change-driven storm 
activity will most definitely test this 
wall. Without massive and regular sand 
replenishment, it is easy to imagine a 
complete drowning of the beach.” 

Indeed, in 2017 the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) 
said it was not proposing to create a 
seawall to save that section of the high- 
way, instead it would adopt a policy of 
“strategic retreat” in an effort to save 
what is left of the beach. The consensus 
among city planners was that building 
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a giant sea wall to save the highway 
would mean losing the beach because 
it would eventually erode away. 

They did, however, propose building 
a smaller seawall beneath the sand to 
protect the sewage tunnel and treat- 
ment plant. 

Nancy Hayden Crowley, the press 
secretary for the SFPUC, responded 
to McLaughlin’s letter by stating that 
after the OBMP’s initial recommenda- 
tions, the commission undertook an ad- 
ditional technical analysis, which she 
said the initial recommendations called 
for in its preamble. 

“The technical specialists proposed a 
seawall design that will create a wid- 
er beach more resilient to erosion as 
well as a plan to monitor and replenish 
beach sand over time as needed. The 
project will provide a wider, more us- 
able beach through removal of existing 
rock and rubble, seawall installation 
about 60-80 feet landward of the revet- 
ment toe (where rocks meet the beach 
at the bottom) and monitoring and re- 
placing of sand as needed (sand nour- 
ishment). 

“The Ocean Beach Climate Change 
Adaptation Project remains faithful to 
the concept of managed retreat through 
dune plantings, moving the seawall 
back 60-80 feet to protect the Lake 
Merced Tunnel ... and sand nourish- 
ment.” 


Graphic courtesy of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission. 


The members of the Park- 
Presidio Sunset Lions Club 
have been serving our com- 
munity for the past 75 years. 


We continue to do so despite 
the challenges of a pandemic. 
Soon, we will resume regular 
meetings and invite our west 
side neighbors to participate. 


Lions Pride: 
Serving the 
west side for the 
past 75 years! 


Intern: Michael D. Wong 
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SF HOLE IN THE WALL PIZZA 
IS NOW FRANCHISING! 


e Established Brand: 27 years of experience and 
a loyal following. 


e Proven Business Model: Strong financial and 
operational support. 


e Ongoing Support: Dedicated team to guide 
you every step of the way. 

e Diverse Menu: Pizza, salads, vegetarian op- 
tions, sandwiches, appetizers, burgers and pasta 
— something for everyone! 


e Comprehensive Training: We will equip you 
with the knowledge and tools you need to 
succeed. 

e Investment opportunities available. 


>> CORPORATE@SFHOLE.COM 
>> CRUSTFRANCHISING.COM 
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Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 


Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 
415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 


IRVING ST 
PEST-A-RAIIANU 
i? LAL} 


FROM 19TH THROUGH 22ND AVE - OUTER SUNSET, SF. 


COMMERCIAL PROPERTY - RETAIL 


2401 IRVING, SAN FRANCISCO | SUNSET DISTRICT 


$2,495,000 | 5,066 sort 


FEATURES 


® 2-LEVEL BUILDING 
™ OCCUPIED BY 

SINGLE TENANT 
lm 6.31% CAP 


CONTACT 


MATTHEW C. SHERIDAN 
415.727.1271 | DRE #01390209 


maven 


COMMERCIAL 


MARK FRY 
415.404.6959 | DRE #02068463 
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John M. Lee 


Maximizing a Home’s Value 


Every day I get asked: 
“How can I sell my home for 
the highest possible price? 
What can I do to maximize 
the value in my home?” 

People asking me these 
questions are mostly sellers 
wanting to sell in the near 
future. Also, owners who are 
remodeling their homes ask 
me because eventually they 
will sell and want to make 
sure the improvements they 
are making are worthwhile 
longterm investments which 
will add value to their homes 
in the future. The answers are 
different for these two groups. 

For the immediate sellers, 
the goal is to make the home 
as attractive to potential 
buyers as possible without 
spending too much money. 
Buying a home is an emotion- 
al process and visualizing the 
possibilities are difficult for 
most people. The properties 
that sell for the highest value 
are ones that are either com- 
pletely renovated or ones that 
need a complete makeover. 

That might sound odd, but 
what we have seen in the 
marketplace is most buyers 
do not want to spend the time 
renovating homes after the 


Gary Meyer 
Continued from page 1 


76, who exudes an energetic 
demeanor (for any age), seems 
more animated by the time he 
steps inside the theater after at 
least 20 minutes. 

Three days later, Mey- 
er would be honored for his 
vast contribution to the film 
industry — locally, nationally 
and internationally — with the 
Mel Novikoff Award, during 
an afternoon lineup he pro- 
grammed. But, of course, 
he did. For the last 30 years, 
the award has been “given to 
an individual or institution 
whose work has enhanced the 
film-going public’s apprecia- 
tion of world cinema,” accord- 
ing to a festival press release. 

But on this opening night, 
Meyer is just excited to see a 
new independent film. 

Born and raised in Napa, 
Meyer fell in love with movies 
at age 7 when he saw “Lady 
and the Tramp.” Then an am- 
ateur magician, Meyer said, “T 
saw it and it was magical.” 

He went to the library to re- 
search animation. His father 
gave him a 8mm camera and 
Meyer started creating ani- 
mated films. By age 12, his 
parents turned over the barn 
hayloft to him. Meyer turned 
it into a movie theater and 
performance space called the 
Above-the-Ground Theatre, a 
reference to the “underground 
cinema” that was emerging in 
the 1960s. 

It started out with hanging a 
king-size sheet and building a 
projection booth. He was not 
only making movies, but he 
also sought out prints of clas- 


purchase, so they will pay 
more for a home in move- 
in condition. On the other 
extreme, there are investors 
and do-it-yourself buyers who 
love to remodel and will pay 
for properties that they can 
transform. The properties that 
were remodeled in the last 
20-40 years tend to sell for 
the lowest price compared to 
the extremes because it looks 
outdated. The advice I give to 
sellers then is to come up with 
a budget and we can do the 
items that will yield the high- 
est return on the investment. 
The good news is it does not 
take a huge amount to make a 
home attractive. 

We typically start with 
the exterior. Curb appeal is 
extremely important as we do 
not want buyers to come by 
and be turned off before they 
have a chance to discover 
the beauty that lies inside the 
home. A little power washing, 
paint and landscaping can do 
wonders. With our small 25- 
foot frontage in this area, this 
expenditure can yield high 
returns. 

Inside I typically recom- 
mend paint and either polish 
the hardwood floors or replace 


sic films and shorts. As a teen- 
ager, he showed more than 200 
films. 

“We did workshops and 
published magazines,” he said. 
“T got kicked out of school be- 
cause of them. It was great 
fun. I thought I wanted to be a 
filmmaker. That was the plan.” 

He is grateful that his parents 
did not push him into the fam- 
ily business, a small chain of 
jewelry stores (founded in the 
1920s by his grandparents), in 
such locations as Sacramento, 
Vallejo and Vacaville. 

While still in his teens, 
during one of his many visits 
to San Francisco to see films 
at the art house Surf Theater 
in the Outer Sunset District, 
Meyer met owner Novikoff, 
who quickly became his men- 
tor, friend and eventual col- 
laborator. Even before Mey- 
er started film school at San 
Francisco State University, 
he had an open invitation to 
screen films at the Surf. 

“I was hooked on movies 
and wanted to see everything 
I could,’ Meyer said. “Mel 
taught me it’s a good thing to 
break the rules.” 

Meyer, who currently lives 
in Oakland, also frequented 
the Fox (Parkside) Theatre 
on Taraval Street and soaked 
in many films at now-closed 
Richmond District theaters, 
including the Alexandria, Cor- 
onet and Bridge. 

He helped save the Balboa 
Theater, which was on the 
brink of closing. While he 
owned and operated the twin 
theater in the Outer Richmond 
from 2001-2012, he initially 
did his own market research 
by talking to matinee audience 
members, who were of an old- 
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the carpet. You would be 
amazed at how much time 
buyers spend analyzing the 
walls, floors and ceilings to 
look for damage, even if they 
were damaged many years 
ago and repaired. Subcon- 
sciously, buyers think that 
the home has not been well 
cared for if they see deferred 
maintenance. Also, this is an 
opportunity to “neutralize” the 
home so that it will appeal to 
a broader base of buyers. 

Next, we turn our atten- 
tion to the kitchen and baths. 
These are areas we can spend 
a lot of money and, unless 
done right, will not yield a 
large return. So, remodeling 
these areas are on a case-by- 
case basis. I would make sure 
that these areas are function- 
al and do minor repairs or 
replacements to satisfy the 
visual appeal. 

What about the back yard? 
People like to see a nice back 
yard, but landscaping can be 
rather expensive. I normally 
recommend a thorough clean 
up, making sure the fences 
are okay, and doing the little 
things to show a usable back 
yard. 

My advice to people who 
are remodeling to live in 
include all of the above. 
Most other questions will be: 
“Should I spend the money to 
alter the floor plan? Should I 
put in high-end kitchens and 
baths? Should I do structural 
work to create more open 
spaces?” 

All of the answers will 
depend on their budget and 


er demographic. He revitalized 
the theater by implementing a 
programming and marketing 
shift. 

“It was about retaining the 
people in the daytime but pro- 
gramming it more intelligently 
to add an audience of film lov- 
ers at night,” he said. 

He also created a newsletter, 
added special events and even 
gave away prizes, all of which, 
he said, “brought in more 
neighborhood people and cre- 
ated more of a community.” 

Meyer’s credits and achieve- 
ments are too lengthy to list. 
His bio is 12 pages. 

“I also have a 160-word 
bio,” he said. “The long one is 
mostly so I can remember ev- 
erything.” 

Actually, he seems to vivid- 
ly remember all his experienc- 
es when it comes to movies. 
While in conversation with 
film journalist Anne Thomp- 
son at the Novikoff Award 
ceremony, Meyer recalled 
colorful anecdotes, such as 
meeting heroes Groucho Marx 
and Alfred Hitchcock at the 
Cannes Film Festival during 
a 1971-72 trip to Europe that 
lasted more than a year at the 
beginning of his 53-year mar- 
riage to his wife, Cathy. 

Some of his most impact- 
ful roles include co-founding 
Landmark Theatres (a national 
chain focused on adventurous 
programming), creative mar- 
keting strategies and cultivat- 
ing audience loyalty. He also 
became a programmer/market- 
ing consultant of the Telluride 
Film Festival in 1998, which 
led to becoming resident cu- 
rator (1999-2006) and then 
co-director with co-found- 
ing director Tom Luddy from 
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Sunset Homes Sold in May* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq. Ft. 


Price 


1377 14th Ave. 


1,380 


$975,595 


3737 Pacheco St. 


1,085 


1,300,000 


2287 45th Ave. 


1,450 


1,360,000 


2570 31st Ave. 


1,060 1,410,000 


1291 28th Ave. 
2135 42nd Ave. 


1,750 1,475,000 


1,550,000 


2646 44th Ave. 


1,625,000 


2459 27th Ave. 


1,680,000 


2539 15th Ave. 


1,788,888 


2158 26th Ave. 
1916 15th Ave. 


1,825,000 
1,900,000 


1206 33rd Ave. 


1,950,000 


1610 38th Ave. 


2,330,000 


1926 Funston Ave. 


2,500,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


longterm goals. If they are 
planning to stay there for 

a long time and have the 
resources to renovate the 
property to their own taste and 
liking, why not? However, if 
the goal is to remodel now for 
sale in a few years, then the 
decision might be different 
and some moderation might 
be prudent. 

Please keep in mind that 
styles and materials change 
over time. What is currently 
the newest, best and hottest 
may not be the style 10 years 
from now and the remodeling 
will look outdated. 


2006-2015. 

Meyer has a monumental 
list of filmmakers, includ- 
ing Spike Lee, David Lynch, 
Christopher Nolan, Gus Van 
Sant, Jane Campion, John Wa- 
ters, Steven Soderbergh and 
Todd Haynes, whose work he 
has boosted through distribu- 
tion, clever marketing or just 
because he passionately be- 
lieved in their talent. 


Maximizing real estate 
value is fun and exciting but 
should also be dependent on 
the time frame and goals you 
are trying to achieve. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him 
at 415-465-0505 or email 
Johnlee@ isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Thompson started her con- 
versation with Meyer, who is 
also a journalist, by telling the 
audience, “The thing about 
Gary is he’s a generous soul 
who knows a lot. He knows 
more about film than any of us 
and he shares it. He wants to 
give everyone else a taste of 
his enthusiasm.” 

She then turned to him and 
said, “That’s one of your great 
traits.” 


Meyer’s Dream Double Features 


Gary Meyer has programmed thousands of double features in 
his career. He was asked to share two double bills he would rec- 
ommend right now. Not surprisingly, he offered more. (Stream- 


ing platforms are listed.) 


“Sullivan’s Travels,” directed by Preston Sturges (Prime) and a 
silent film by Buster Keaton, “Sherlock Jr.” (Tubi, Prime). “The 
second film is only 45 minutes, so I’d have to add a short subject, 
“The Critic,” (Tubi), written by Mel Brooks,” he said. “These are 
all about going to the movies, which is a magical experience that 
means so much to me. I hope someday people have a chance to 
see them in a theater with an audience.” 

Wim Wenders’ newest, “Perfect Days” (Prime). “It’s a master- 
piece that pairs perfectly with Akira Kurosawa’s “Ikiru” (Max), 
two films about Japanese men dealing with aging in very dif- 
ferent ways,” he said. “Let me make it a triple bill with Ozu’s 
“Tokyo Story” (Tubi, Max). Fits perfectly.” 

Meyer named two 1960s films which maintain their societal 
relevance. “Stanley Kubrick’s ‘Dr. Strangelove’ (Max) with John 
Frankenheimer’s “The Manchurian Candidate’ (Tubi, MGM-+) 
are hard to beat in commenting on today’s world political situa- 
tion,” he said. “In high school, I saw a double bill of those two 
films. I went three nights in a row because I’d never seen any- 
thing like them. I had so many questions. I was constantly seeing 
movies that broke the mold of what I knew.” 

Gary Meyer writes about film for his online magazine eat- 


drinkfilm.com. 


— Noma Faingold 


Look for us on Facebook: 
SF Sunset Beacon 


Follow us on Instagram: 
RichmondSunsetNews 
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Western Neighborhoods Project Celebrates Its Quarter-Century Birthday 


By Clarisse Kim 


Western Neighborhoods Project Ex- 
ecutive Director Nicole Meldahl looks 
over the glittering scene. Sequined 
dresses and metallic shirts glimmer 
like tiny stars under the dim theater 
lights. Seltzer cans glint as they click 
open; cake is passed around on paper 
plates along with a sprinkle of laugh- 
ter. Smiles sparkle through the room 
as guests reminisce about the old Play- 
land days. 

Meldahl knows there are brighter 
stars waiting above in the projection 
room — a drag legend in her shimmer- 
ing makeup and an award-winning 
journalist. Everyone has gathered to 
celebrate. 

The Western Neighborhoods Project 
(WNP) is a gem of the Richmond and 
Sunset neighborhoods, and that night, 
the 4 Star Theater shone to match. 

On May 15, the history organization 
and its supporters “partied like it was 
1999” during its 25th birthday bash. 
Held at the Central Richmond movie 
house, the old-time, prom-themed cel- 
ebration consisted of a deep-dive into 
WNP’s history, a live recording of the 
nonprofit’s “Outside Lands San Fran- 
cisco” podcast and some light-hearted 
fundraising. 

Drag sensation Peaches Christ and 
senior SFGATE reporter Amanda Bar- 
lett held the focus of the show as pod- 
cast guests and as judges of the unof- 
ficial WNP Prom Queen competition. 

The event kicked off with appear- 
ances from District | Supervisor Con- 
nie Chan and District 3 Supervisor and 
Board President Aaron Peskin who 
presented WNP with a certificate of 
honor. Shortly afterward, Meldahl gave 
a retelling of WNP’s history, from its 
founding in 1999 to major projects and 
its impact today. 

“We like to dig deeper than capital 
H history, the formal academic narra- 
tive,’ Meldahl said. “At WNP, we re- 
search things like old-timey theaters 
and bygone fast-food chains and share 
their stories with everyone.” 

During the event, Meldahl discussed 
WNP’s major accomplishments, such 
as the Cliff House Project, which 
shared photos and preserved more than 
100 artifacts after the landmark shut 
down. Other notable mentions includ- 
ed the Outside Lands podcast and the 
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Open SF History photo archive, which 
when combined, compiled more than 
500 episodes and in excess of 50,000 
photographs of San Franciscan history. 

Beneath the sheer amount of histor- 
ical content lies a more multifaceted 
story. Co-founders Woody LaBounty 
and David Gallagher were inspired to 
start the organization in order to share 
the untold history of the western neigh- 
borhoods. 

“Belvedere in Marin County had its 
own historical society, but the Rich- 
mond District didn’t,” LaBounty writes 
in his article, Origins of the WNP. 
“Geary Boulevard was pronounced 
‘Gary’ and Arguello was ‘Ar-Gwell-O,’ 
and gosh darn it, shouldn’t this all be 
documented somewhere?” 

Under LaBounty’s watch, WNP 
flourished, holding countless oral 
history projects, including youth his- 
tory engagement and narrated histo- 
ry walks. A few years later, Meldahl 
joined WNP first as a volunteer archi- 
vist in 2012. Throughout the 2010s, 
Meldahl worked her way up the ranks, 
taking on more public roles, becoming 
a guest host on WNP’s crown-jewel 
podcast around 2017. 

In 2019, when LaBounty received 
a job offer from SF Heritage, Meldahl 
took over as the executive director of 
WNP, keeping the organization alive 
during the pandemic. 

“Both of them literally looked at 
me and were like, “Welp! You’re up, 
slugger! Do you want to run Western 
Neighborhoods Project?’” Meldahl 
joked, “And I was like, ‘no!’” 

Chelsea Sellin, Meldahl’s “partner in 
crime,” knew Meldahl well before her 
WNP days. Sellin joined WNP around 
2015 as a volunteer before working 
her way up to becoming the president 
of the board. After taking the helm of 
WNP, Meldahl recruited Sellin as the 
organization’s second full-time em- 
ployee, the director of programs. 

Throughout their careers, Meldahl 
and Sellin have overseen 250-300 ep- 
isodes of the Outside Lands podcast. 
The segment filmed during the cele- 
bration was the 535th episode. Meldahl 
and guest host Bartlett interviewed 
Peaches Christ about her long back- 
ground with SF’s historical theaters 
and the story of her legendary movie 
series, Midnight Mass. 

Peaches described her time per- 
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Left to right: District 1 Supervisor Connie Chan, Western Neighbor- 


hoods Project’s (WNP) Executive Director Nicole Meldahl and Pres- 
ident of the SF Board of Supervisors Aaron Peskin. On May 15, at 
WNP’s 25th birthday party at the 4 Star Theater, Chan and Peskin 
presented Meldahl with a Certificate of Honor for her organization’s 
milestone anniversary. Photo by Yameen. 


forming in old SF theaters, such as the 
Bridge Theater on Geary Boulevard, 
regaling the audience with tales of fake 
blood and mud wrestling and setting 
the stage on fire. Other moments car- 
ried a nostalgic tone, as Peaches told 
the story of her roots and inspiration, 
and the unique love of SF’s west side. 

“We’re all part of this incredible 
drag legacy that is unique to this city,” 
Peaches said. “Other places around the 
world have their drag scenes and their 
drag history, but they don’t have what 
SF has.” 

Overall, the event was considered 
a great success. More than 70 people 
arrived to party, and WNP raised more 
than $12,000 in funds through ticket 
sales and donations. 

“That’s a couple thousand dollars 
over our goal!” Meldahl said. 

The event also marked a personal ac- 
complishment for Sellin, as 2024 is her 
10th year with the organization. 

“When I think about what this orga- 
nization was in 2014, I’m in awe,” Sel- 
lin said. “Look at all that we’ve done!” 

Sellin and Meldahl aren’t stopping 
with this latest milestone. According 
to Sellin, WNP has exciting ideas for 
future events and projects. During the 
event, WNP announced its recent re- 


branding strategy, including a new 
website and a plan to consolidate all 
its major projects under one cohesive 
brand. 

“I just hope we can keep doing ex- 
actly what we’re doing,” Meldahl said. 
“We like working with each other, we 
like learning about the neighborhood 
that we live in, and we love sharing it 
with the community, who then become 
our friends.” 

“Everyday we get to work together is 
a real privilege,” Sellin agrees. 

Armed with a continuous love for 
westside history, the two friends plan 
on growing the nonprofit while staying 
true to their roots: collecting, preserv- 
ing, and sharing the diverse history and 
culture of San Francisco’s west side. 

“The west side has really been an au- 
thentic community,” Meldahl said. “It 
is such a joy to do what we do, and as 
long as we can keep that at the core of 
who we are, I think that we’ll hit the 
next 25 years, no problem.” 

Learn more about WNP and its im- 
pact at outsidelands.org. Listen to 
podcast episodes at outsidelands.org/ 
podcast/. 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


Sunset Beacon 


Preponderant Dynasticism 


Honoré de Balzac aptly proclaimed 
in 1901 in “The Works of Honoré 
de Balzac”: “And thus bureaucracy, 
the giant power wielded by pygmies, 
came into the world.” And, with 
approximately 38,000 employees, do 
we have such preponderant dynasti- 
cism at City Hall and elsewhere in our 
49 square miles, plus SFO and other 
lands and buildings which teem with 
such regimens. 

It’s not just the Muni, aka Municipal 
Transportation Agency, which wants 
taxpayer money from the “feds” to 
extend Caltrain from Fourth and King 
streets to the Transbay Terminal in 
one of the nationally ranked boondog- 
gles of this young century, it’s other 
bulwarks of illogic. While gasoline 
tax-paying automobile owners and op- 
erators finance the streets of San Fran- 
cisco, others in city government opine 
about limiting vehicle use. Did you 
know San Francisco’s budget finances 
the SF Bicycle Coalition, a private en- 
tity? I just learned last month of such 
beneficence from City Hall. 

Meanwhile, one Chronicle reader 
advises its idiots and his diminish- 
ing congregants on configuring our 
streets to force public transit use and 
discourage motor vehicles. Martin 
Vatis reminded us in his letter to 
the editor “the high price of’ Muni, 
BART, Golden Gate Transit, Caltrain 
and other operators renders driving 
the sole method practically of moving 
around our conclave. I join Mr. Vatis 
in identifying with him in advocating 
for streets without jaywalkers and 
others who don’t look both ways “be- 
cause their heads are buried in smart 
phones” and streets without “dou- 
ble-parked trucks and other vehicles.” 
Wouldn’t I laud (with him) “streets 
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where bicycles stop at red lights 
and stop signs, (without) ... causing 
drivers to slam on their brakes.” How 
about buses blocking driving lanes 
rather than “pulling over to the curb 
for passengers.” Mr. Vatis wants to 
render driverless vehicles “a thing of 
the past.” Thus far, I haven’t seen such 
vehicles make mistakes, but seniors 
like Mr. Matis and me will watch care- 
fully for gasoline taxpayers’ safety and 
I'll watch City Hall’s love affair with 
the tax-dependent Bicycle Coalition. 
The pinnacle of nerve was displayed 
last month in Denver where illegal 
immigrants at an encampment on city 
sidewalks sent 13 written demands 
to its Democratic mayor to effectuate 
before they will move into indoor 
shelters financed by Denver taxpayers. 
They demand medical visits by doc- 
tors regularly and referrals to medical 
specialists as needed, and cooking 
their own food with fresh ingredients 
which are “culturally appropriate” 
and provided by the city, asserting: 
“We are not in the military, we are 
civilians.” They want free lawyers 
and city “transportation to relevant 
court dates,” plus transportation for 
all their children to and from schools, 
but no law enforcement may monitor 
them, claiming they’re not criminals. 
(What are they if they’re illegally 
in the U.S.?) Meanwhile, Denver’s 
mayor stated publicly last February, 
the city must eliminate $18 million 
per month from public services this 
year to furnish illegal alien services 
after they arrive in Denver. The mayor, 
areal beauty, in the Epoch Times in 
early May claimed such spending 
on illegal aliens would aid those he 
euphemistically entitles “newcomers” 
and taxpaying citizens! Even as a 
“sanctuary city” with a policy of con- 
doning illegal immigration, SF hasn’t 
sustained such demands on our mayor. 
Matters in California could be 
worse for property-taxpayers than in 
New Jersey where Gov. Phil Murphy, 
another politician who rarely sees a 
promise to voters as one which can’t 
be broken, promised no new taxes in 
the Garden State upon nearly losing 
re-election in 2021. The property 
tax rate has been 2% since 2010 in 
New Jersey’s statutes, not its state 
constitution, unlike California where 
since1978 it has been embedded in our 
Constitution (Article XHI A, Section 
1 (a)) at 1% of the full cash value, 
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thanks to Proposition 13. Murphy, 
however, last month signed legislation 
authorizing some school districts to 
increase local property tax to as much 
as 9.9% per annum this year. (New 
Jersey pays the highest property taxes 
in the country.) No voter approval is 
required. 

California reparations legislation 
has not yet passed the legislature but 
could still do so and cost taxpayers 
a ton of money. Its constitutionality 
is questionable. U.S. Supreme Court 
case law allows race-based payments 
only to remedy recent and systematic 
discrimination by a governmental 
entity which wants to atone for such 
discrimination, and California never 
was a slave state. It has not engaged 
in any modern discrimination against 
blacks, irrespective of slavery. San 
Francisco’s history is the same. 

The reparations bill, SB-1331, au- 
thored by state Sen. Steven Brandford, 
a Democrat, naturally, from Gardena 
in Southern California, was passed in 
the state Senate in May. It is now in 
the state Assembly waiting for assign- 
ment by the Rules committee to the 
appropriate policy committee. 

The late U.S. Sen. Eugene McCar- 
thy of Minnesota wrote in “A Colony 
of the World”: “When a country has 
no control over its borders, its culture 
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or the economy, it then becomes a 
colony of the world, and this is what 
is happening in the world today.” 
McCarthy (probably unknown to 

this generation) was recognized as 

the conscience of the liberal wing 

of the Democratic Party and not a 
racist, a bigot or xenophobe, unlike 
others who believe in the rule of law, 
immigration law enforcement of the 
law and are attacked by Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez of today’s U.S. Con- 
gress or even a sanctuary city Board 
of Supervisors. I remind readers that it 
was Mao Tse-Tung, the dictator, who 
concluded a speech on Nov. 6, 1938 to 
the sixth plenary session of the Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party: “Every Communist must grasp 
the truth: Political power grows out of 
the barrel of a gun.” 

I prefer to remind summer vacation 
readers: “Q. Why do bakers work 
so hard? A. Because they need the 
dough!” More next month as the five- 
way mayor’s race looms larger in our 
foggy environs. 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 
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Join Sealevel Kin! 


Sealevel SF is a vibrant creative hub and community 
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open by pledging a monthly contribution to help cover 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL REUNION 
Abraham Lincoln High School class of 1974 is having its 50th reunion in September. 
For information, please find us at facebook.com/groups/A.LincolnHighSchool74 or email at 
74mightymustangs@gmail.com. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should not 
be considered our editorial stance on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a balance of 
viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to the editor 
to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the website, 
500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smartphone, tablet or laptop. 
Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English, Cantonese or Mandarin. Friday, June 21, 1:30-3 
p.m. at the Ortega Library (3223 Ortega St.). For more information, call 415-474-1558 or email 
techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS AT THE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, SUNSET BRANCH 
1305 18TH AVE., 415-355-2808, sunmgr@SFPL.org 

Workshop: Mandarin for Beginners, Monday, June 3, 1-3 p.m. Discover Chinese culture 
through an immersive journey into the Mandarin language across engaging classes. Space 
limited. Reservations required: 415-355-2808 (starting May 20). There will be eight sessions: 
June 3, 10, 17,24 and July 1, 8, 15, and 22. 
Workshop: Self-Defense for the People. Learn how to defend yourself in everyday urban sit- 
uations, such as riding the bus or waiting for BART, going to your car, leaving work late or 
even during social situations at the end of the day. This class is great for older adults and is 
developed to be simple, effective and adaptable. Friday, June 7, 2-3 p.m. Space is limited. 
Reservations required: email sunmg@sfpl.org or call 415-355-2808. 
Performance: San Francisco Symphony Chamber Concert. Join us at the Sunset Branch for a 
chamber concert featuring San Francisco Symphony Principal Harpist Katherine Siochi. Kath- 
erine will perform classical pieces from a range of composers and teach us about this ancient 
instrument (the harp is believed to have existed as far back as 15,000 B.C.!). This event is open 
to all library patrons and is brought to you by the San Francisco Symphony's Community Cham- 
ber Concert program. Siochi joined the San Francisco Symphony as principal harp beginning 
in the 2023-24 season. She was previously principal harp of the Minnesota Orchestra, Kansas 
City Symphony and Sarasota Orchestra, and has appeared as a guest with the Chicago Sym- 
phony and New York Philharmonic. She was the gold medalist of the 2016 USA International 
Harp Competition. Friday, June 7, 3-4 p.m. 
Film: “Out of the Dust’ is a film that combines dance, poetry and music to evoke the specter of 
the internment of Japanese Americans. The program includes discussion with its creators. "Out 
of the Dust” is told through ghosts of Manzanar Detention Camp who come to life through the 
poetry of Janice Mirikitani, the music of Miles Lassi and Paul Chihara and the Japanese Amer- 
ican folk dance “Ei Ja Nai Ka" (meaning “ain't it good?") choreographed and music written by 
PJ Hirabayashi. After the closing of the camps, who and what memories were left behind in the 
windy dust-laden desert of Manzanar? Saturday, June 8, 2-4 p.m. 
Performance: Taiko Drumming with Kristy Oshiro. Feel the thunderous sounds of taiko drums 
as Kristy Oshiro combines Japanese language, culture and history into an exciting experience. 
Thursday, June 13, 1-1:45 p.m. 
Tutorial: Tablet/Smartphone Class for Older Adults 60+. Self-Help for the Elderly's training 
program is ideal for those seeking to enhance their technical skills. The program focuses on 
hands-on training, allowing participants to become proficient in using their smartphones and 
tablets. Bring your device along and prepare to become an expert! Friday, June 21, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Device Type: iOS and Android 
Topic: iCloud and Google Drive. The identification of iCloud and Google Drive. How to upload 
and manage a file? Space is limited. Reservations required: 415-355-2808 (starting June 7). 
Book Club: Sunset Silent Readers. Join us for a silent reading session, followed by a group 
discussion. Bring any book, fiction or non-fiction, and share your thoughts with us. Registration 
is recommended: 415-355-2808. Tuesday, June 25, 4- 6 p.m. 
Presentation: Talking About Death Won't Kill You! Jim VanBuskirk shares his journey from 
death ignorance to death education through hosting Death Cafés, volunteering with Final Exit 
Network and compiling resources on death and dying. Through personal experiences and in- 
sights, attendees will be encouraged to embrace conversations about this stigmatized topic. 
From advance care directives to options for choosing one’s time of death, we'll explore essen- 
tial end-of-life issues together, fostering greater comfort and appreciation for life’s precious- 
ness. Saturday, June 29, 3-4 p.m. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK BAND 
The Golden Gate Park Band's 142nd season of summer concerts series runs until 
Oct. 6 on Sundays* at 1 p.m. at the Spreckels Temple of Music (aka the Bandshell) in Golden 
Gate Park. San Francisco's oldest musical organization, founded in 1882, continues a new era 
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of music for San Francisco and the Bay Area. ALLSHOWS FREE! All Welcome! * All concerts start 
at 1 p.m. on Sundays except Thursday, July 4 and Monday, Sept. 2 (Labor Day). Learn more at 
goldengateparkband.org. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy June birthday to Carolyne Bartolome, Art Bickford, Barry Bradlyn, Ralph and Myra 
Chapin, Reiko Chow, Roni Craig, Kyle C. Curry, Devin and Kirstin, Irina Doliner-Kelly, Jennifer 
Dove, Reganomics Dermudez, Bjorn and Goldie, Dilley, Vincent Edward, Jermelyn Genove, 
Yanina Gotsulsky, Douglas Gorney, William Haubenstein, Chris Kelly, John Kolb, Barbara Wil- 
son Langstaff, Sydney Lue, Thomas Lue, Todd Lue, Mariah Manzano, Andrew McWilliams, Anne 
Oz, Brendan Pinder, Christina Sullivan, Michael Sullivan, William Ryan Nies, Vicki and Joyce, 
Evan Van Nostrand, Lindsay Van Nostrand, Rich Van Nostrand, Ryan Van Nostrand, Travis Van 
Nostrand, Scoutmaster Nathan Vickers, Ellie Vogel, Gail Walsh, Frankie West, Arlin Wong, Dana 
Wong, Franklin Wong and Previn Wong. To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


INNER SUNSET FLEA MARKET 

The Inner Sunset Flea Market takes place every second Sunday of the month. Voted one of 
the top 10 flea markets in the Bay Area, it began in 2015 as a grassroots-organized market in 
collaboration with Sunset Mercantile. This Inner Sunset Sundays event is presented by Inner 
Sunset Park Neighbors and includes more than 30 resident, artisan and nonprofit vendors, as 
well as live music, all-ages activities and fun themed days. It is more than just a flea market - it 
is a community celebration in the heart of the Inner Sunset! Ninth Avenue and Irving Street, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. 


IRVING STREET FEST-A-RAMA 

The inaugural Irving Street Fest-A-Rama will occur on Saturday, June 8, from noon 
to 5 p.m., on Irving Street, between 19th and 22nd avenues. Organized by ArtyHood and 
sponsored by various non-profits, businesses, and community organizations, including the 
Outer Sunset Merchant and Professional Association, Self-Help for the Elderly, SF New Deal, 
SF Hole in the Wall Pizza, Office of Civic Engagement and Immigrant Affairs, and the American 
Medical Group, this festival promises to be the event of the year! The festival's first edition will 
showcase live music, DJs, belly dance performances and dragon dance as well as local artists 
and small businesses on Irving Street offering special deals, sales and promotions. Learn more 
at artyhood.org/irvingst-fest-a-rama/. 


LONG-TERM CARE OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM 
The San Francisco Long-Term Care Ombudsman program offers free, confidential 
support to address issues raised by residents in long-term care facilities and free training 
opportunities for those interested in becoming volunteer ombudsmen. For details on training 
or accessing support, call 415-751-9788 or email ombudsman@felton.org. 


#NEVER BETTER ELDERS. 
Celebrate San Francisco's older adults at the Community Living Campaign's free event 
Enjoy snacks and entertainment while learning about community resources and connections 
and receiving hands-on help. Sunday, June 11, 1-4 p.m., St. Anne of the Sunset, 850 Judah 
St. Free parking at entrance on Funston Avenue. Accessible by public transportation: N-Judah, 
6-Parnassus, 7-Haight, 44-O’Shaughnessy and the 43-Masonic. For more information, contact 
event@sfcommunityliving.org or 415-821-1003. 


OUTER SUNSET FARMERS MARKET AND MERCANTILE 
Join us every Sunday at the Outer Sunset Farmers Market and Mercantile where 
you can find fresh produce from local farmers and ranchers, enjoy delicious dishes from Outer 
Sunset eateries and discover unique finds from local makers and artisans. Every Sunday, find a 
revolving series of live performers, engaging activities and exhibitions at the ArtShip and fun 
zone! Our farmers market accepts WIC, EBT and Market Match. 37th Avenue at Ortega Street, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Go to sunsetmercantilesf.com or call 415-465-2475 for more details. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the “Photos of the Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


PIANO LESSONS 
With my unique teaching method, | will show you how to find every chord on the key- 
board - major, minor, sharp and flat - in less than 10 minutes. Then I'll show you how to start 
playing songs at your very first lesson. No need to be able to read music. Call Michael at 415- 
706-6428 to learn more. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
Saturday, June 8, 10-11 a.m., The Game Parlour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/625604/. 
Sunday, June 9, 1-3 p.m., Great Highway Park Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/448138/. 
Wednesday, June 12, 4-5 p.m., Inner Sunset Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/581814/. 
Saturday, June 15, 10 am-noon, Central Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/546732/. 
Saturday, June 22, 10 am-noon, Inner Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/464169/. 
Saturday, June 22, 10 am-noon, Avenues To Kezar Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/609976/. 
Sunday, June 30, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Sunset Mercantile Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/557047/. 


SEA SPACE VINYL RELEASE 
A multi-media event will take place at the 4 Star Theatre featuring live perfor- 
mances by Sunset musician Sami Freeman ("Space Bath") and Mia Pixley ("Sound of Reef") 
along with interactive visuals and films by Cameron Nelson and Gaby Scott. Experience a jour- 
ney through sea, space and interconnectedness. June 20, 7 p.m. at 2200 Clement St. Tickets 
available at 4-star-movies.com/calendar-of-events/space-bathsound-of-the-reef-700-pm. 


SEALEVEL GALLERY EVENTS 
4331 Irving St., 415-848-9026, sealevelsf.com 
e Saturdays, 9 a.m. until sold out. Braid bakery and Cattle Dog Coffee pop-up. Every first Satur- 


Continued on page 8 
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How to Fund Road Maintenance 


The California Department of Trans- 
portation (Caltrans) has been explor- 
ing alternatives to the state gas tax that 
will finance the road work we need. 
Fewer drivers are paying this fuel tax, 
as they ditch their combustion engines 
in favor of cleaner cars. The problem 
will worsen as California closes in on 
the year 2035 when a ban on the sale 
of new gas-powered vehicles takes 
effect. 

On average, Californians shell out 
about $300 a year in state gas taxes, 
raising about $8 billion annually to 
support 80% of road repair and main- 
tenance. By comparison, zero-emis- 
sion vehicle drivers like me pay a 
$100 annual DMV fee to help make 
up for not paying into the road fund. 
Estimates show there could be a $4.4 
billion shortfall in a decade because of 
dwindling gas tax revenue. 

The good news is, we see this 
coming and we have time to find a 
solution. There have already been two 
pilot programs trying out some ideas, 
but a third one is about to get under 
way, and Caltrans needs 800 volun- 
teers statewide to be part of it. Road 
Charge Program participants will be 
compensated up to $400 in gift cards. 
Sign up now through the end of June 
at caroadcharge.com. 

The road charge is an innovative 
funding mechanism allowing drivers 
to support road and highway mainte- 
nance based on how many miles they 
drive instead of how many gallons of 
gas they use. The more they drive, the 
more they pay. It’s just like electricity 
bills, which are calculated by how 
much power is used. A “user pay” sys- 
tem for transportation funding ensures 


Kilduff’s Korner 
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You realize you could be 


that all drivers pay their fair share of 
keeping our streets in good condition. 

To qualify for the six-month pilot 
program, participants must: 

¢ Be a California resident who is at 
least 18 years old. 

e Drive a non-commercial passenger 
vehicle, including electric or hybrid 
models. 

e Have internet access, a valid email 
address, phone number and mailing 
address. 

¢ Have a valid credit or debit card. 

¢ Agree to report mileage and pay 
the monthly road charge. 

Caltrans is looking for a wide array 
of people, so acceptance is not guar- 
anteed. To ensure good data, it wants a 
diversified group, varying in location, 
income level, vehicle type, travel 
patterns and more. The agency will 
choose the volunteers in July, at which 
time they will be asked to register on- 
line and select a method for reporting 
their miles driven. 

While Caltrans has conducted 
similar pilot programs before, this 
year’s trial run will be the first time 
participants will actually send in 
money to the state. Previous programs 
only simulated payments. This will 
give officials a chance to see the risks 
and challenges in the collection of 
road charges before the agency moves 
further with the new funding option. 

The pilot program will start in 
August when people will drive like 
they usually do and pay their month- 
ly road charges online. The per-mile 
charge is still being finalized by an 
advisory committee, but it will likely 
be 2.9-cents a mile. In addition to the 
per-mile group, some of the volunteers 
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San Francisco, CA 94124 
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will be paying a flat monthly fee that 
is also yet to be determined. Another 
group’s bill will be based on their 
vehicle’s fuel efficiency. 

The test period wraps up in January, 
marking the end of the research stage. 
If applicable, participants will receive 
a gas or EV credit, to ensure they were 
not double-taxed. The results will then 
be reported back to the legislature, 
which will be tasked with finding a 
way to ensure California has adequate 
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and highways. It is vital to our econo- 
my that our roads be in good condition 
because that’s how goods are trans- 
ported and how many of us get to and 
from our jobs. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


funds to fix and maintain our roads 
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day of the month. Delicious babkas, biscuits and state-of-the-art specialty coffee. 

e Wednesday, June 5, 7-9 p.m. Fruit and vegetables - a watercolor workshop with Baptiste 
Benet. All levels welcome. 

e Saturday, June 8, 11 a.m. until sold out. Two Two One and Secondhand Saturday. Every 
second Saturday of the month. Cafe pop up serving Asian snacks and drinks inspired by child- 
hood nostalgia. 

e Sunday, June 9, 10:30 a.m-noon. Invisible Struggles: Visible Hope. With Sarah McCarthy 
Grimm and Jeana Loraine. A safe and non-judgmental circle of support, offering solidarity and 
creative coping strategies for living with ambiguous grief. 

e Wednesday, June 12, 7-9 p.m. One and two point perspectives. A watercolor workshop with 
Baptiste Benet. All levels welcome. 

e Saturday, June 15, noon-3 p.m. Sea urchin dyeing with Seelie Studio. Join us for the unfor- 
gettable experience of making natural dye from purple sea urchins. 

e Thursday, June 20, 7-9 p.m. Songwriters circle hosted by Frances England. Come share a 
song you're working on and learn about each other's creative process. 

¢ Sunday, June 23, 7 p.m. Sunset Solos. A monthly solo performance series curated and pro- 
duced by Jeremy Greco. This month with Abbey Glover, Bennet Caffee and Theresa Donahoe. 
e Tuesday, June 25, 7:30 p.m. Hacienograh presents: Ambient exploration and visuals. Host- 
ed monthly by Sycamore Willow and Christopher Fantasy. Join us for a monthly series where 
music and visuals blend to create a tranquil oasis. 

e Thursday, June 27, 7-9 p.m. Open mic. Hosted by Sami Freeman. Gather in our cozy commu- 
nity space and share your poetry, music and more. 

e Saturday, June 29, 7:30 p.m. Frances England/Oscilla. “Drink Up the Sun” EP release 
featuring Sami Freeman and Jason Gonzales (Sycamore Willow). 

e Sunday, June 30, 5-7 p.m. Creative Currents, a monthly writing meet-up. All genres, styles 
and experience levels welcome. 


SECONDHAND SATURDAYS 
Come check out Secondhand Saturdays and celebrate all things vintage, antique and sec- 
ondhand. Presented by Sunset Mercantile every third Saturday of the month at Ortega Street 
and 37th Avenue, 10 a.m-4 p.m. Shop local from more than 50 vintage vendors, makers and 
artisans that are some of the Bay Area's best. Enjoy live music, family-friendly activities, food 
trucks, rotating monthly features and more! Visit sunsetmercantilesf.com/secondhand/ for 
more information. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Sunset Beacon readers who generously donated and signed 
uop for our Patreon campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you do- 
nated but did not sign up for our Patreon campaign and would like some of our Sunset Beacon 
branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or shirt), please send an email to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. We would also like to share just your name in the paper to thank 
you. Please let us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit our website to sign up for our 
Patreon campaign or send send a check to: Sunset Beacon, P.0. Box 16035, SF, CA, 94116. 
Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20-word minimum. Share birthdays, weddings, an- 
niversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business accomplish- 
ments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or submit free community events at 
no charge. FREE: There is no charge for occasional announcements for small busi- 
nesses celebrating an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send an- 
nouncement to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Announcements will run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (more than 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 20th of the month. Mail check to: P.0. Box 
16035, S.F.,CA 94116. Call 415-706-6428 or email editor@RichmondSunsetNews. 
com for more details. 


SELLING. BUYING. LEASING. 
THINKING TO SELL? NO UPFRONT COST UNTIL CLOSING 
Contact me today to get started. 


COLDWELL 
BANKER 


REALTY 


DITA S. SAJID 


Broker Associate, Realtor®, CIPS 


C. 415.412.3527 | D. 415.682.6603 


%  @ dita.sajid@cbnorcal.com | ditarealtor.com 
CalRE 01899940 


Please support Sunset Beacon advertisers! 
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Robbery: 1200 Block of Irving 
Street, May 3, 9:16 p.m. 

A suspect walked into a store and 
took a bottle of wine. 

The victim, an employee, confront- 
ed the suspect. The suspect threatened 
that he had a gun and would use it. 

The suspect fled the scene on a 
bicycle. 


Brandishing a Weapon, Vandal- 
ism: 4200 Block of Moraga Street, 
May 5, 8:17 a.m. 

The victim looked out his window 
and saw suspects standing next to his 
vehicle. The victim noticed that his 
sunroof was shattered. 

The victim ran out of the house 
to confront the suspects. One of the 
suspects brandished a firearm at the 
victim. 

The victim ran back into his home. 


Assault: 2400 Block of 27th Ave- 
nue, May 7, 11 p.m. 

A victim came to Taraval Station 
with bruising and bleeding. 

The victim told officers the suspect, 
his roommate, for some reason started 
punching him. 


Sunset Beacon 


POLICE BLOTTER 


The suspect fled the scene. 


Officers went to the home, located 
the suspect and arrested him. 


Battery, Outstanding Warrants: 
100 Block of West Portal Avenue, 
May 10, 8:24 p.m. 

An off-duty sergeant recognized a 
person matching the description of a 
sexual assault suspect. 

Officers responded to the scene and 
confirmed that it was the suspect who 
had committed the assault. 

The suspect was arrested for the 
assault and outstanding warrants. 


Assault: 400 Block of Judah 
Street, May 16, 5:08 p.m. 

The victim was working at a 
laundromat when he saw a suspect 
sitting on a washing machine smoking 
marijuana. 

The victim told the suspect to leave 
the business. The suspect started walk- 
ing out, then suddenly turned around 
and started punching the victim nu- 
merous times. 


Attempted Stolen Vehicle: 1600 
Block of Moraga Street, May 18, 
5:41 p.m. 

Officers responded to a report of 
two suspects possibly casing a vehicle. 

Officers arrived and located a 
vehicle with a broken window and the 
ignition had been tampered with. 

Officers searched the area and lo- 
cated the suspects who were juveniles. 
The officers also located an emer- 
gency window breaker tool and latex 
gloves on them. An additional search 
revealed more burglary tools. 

The suspects were cited and re- 
leased to the Juvenile Justice Center. 


Robbery of a Residence: 1600 
Block of 30th Avenue, May 23, 12:38 
p.m. 

Officers responded to a report of a 
robbery in a home. 

The victim told officers she heard 
a loud noise and saw two suspects 


Page 9 


wearing masks inside her home. The 
suspects threatened the victim, took 
the victim’s property and fled the 
scene. 


Battery, Trespassing: 1200 Block 
of Funston Avenue, May 23, 3:40 
p.m. 

The victim saw a suspect with two 
other people climbing the fence to a 
secured pool area. 

The victim confronted the suspect 
and told her to leave. The victim 
followed the suspect and the suspect 
pushed the victim. 


Battery: 2700 Block of 36th Ave- 
nue, May 23, 6:32 p.m. 

A neighbor was power washing his 
sidewalk when his next-door neigh- 
bor told him to stop because he was 
getting his car dirty. 

The next-door neighbor grabbed his 
hose to clean his car. The first neigh- 
bor did not stop so the second neigh- 
bor sprayed him with water. The first 
neighbor retaliated and sprayed the 
next-door neighbor with water. 

Both parties were cited. 


Amy Gubser First to Swim From Golden Gate Bridge to Farallon Islands 


Editor’s note: Sarah Roberts was part 
of the crew assisting the swimmer’s 
record-breaking swim. This is her 
first-hand account: 


By Sarah Roberts 


The Farallon Islands wield a sense 
of mystery — or you don’t even know 
they exist. They are hidden from San 
Francisco behind clouds, horizon or 
powerful seas. But occasionally, on a 
clear day, they rise on the horizon like 
teeth: “Devil’s Teeth” is a name given 
to the islands by ancient mariners. 

Amy Gubser lives in Pacifica, and 
the islands have been calling to her for 
years. 

I met Amy in 2017 and the Faral- 
lons have come up in conversation 
nearly every year. But something 
always stood in the way — weather, 
water temps, a global pandemic, etc. 
This year felt different, and in January 
she started assembling her support 
team and began training. I watched her 
determination and grit as she juggled 
commitments to swimming, work, 
family and friends. 

The Bay Area weather in spring 
can be a mixed bag from perfection to 
outrageous wind. All we needed was a 
small window of perfection. Is that too 
much to ask? We set a first jump date, 
but the weather did not cooperate. We 
all pivoted to the next opportunity and 
carefully watched the weather. Morn- 
ings would be calm, but ripping wind 
would come in the afternoons. As we 
approached the second jump date, 
everything seemed to fall into place. 
But three days before her next oppor- 
tunity, the support boat had to pull out, 
leaving us a team with no boat. Amy 
reached out to everyone she knew 
who could help, and within one hour, 
she had a new support boat. It goes to 
show how beloved she is by her com- 
munity and friends. Now everything 
was in place. She just needed to rest 
and mentally prepare for Saturday. 

At | a.m. on Saturday, May 11, 
Amy and crew arrived at Hyde Street 
Pier in San Francisco. Amy’s crew of 
six — John Chapman, Abby Fairman, 
Kirk McKinney, Ken Mignosa, John 
Sims and I — boarded the “Pacific 
Rival.” We discussed the jump, finish 
and route options with Capt. Chad 
Dahlberg and called Vessel Traffic to 
alert them of our intentions. We had 
our work cut out for us: Nine ships 
were entering and exiting the Bay 
through the traffic lane we needed to 
be in for a straight shot to the Faral- 
lons. 


Crew and swimmer: (L-R) Abby Fairman, Amy Gu 
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bser (swimmer), 


John Sims, John Chapman, Kirk McKinney, Ken Mignosa and Sarah 


Roberts. Photo by David Roberts. 


After some final planning, Ken read 
the marathon swimming rules to the 
crew, and we headed to the Golden 
Gate. We applied sunscreen and grease 
to Amy and waited for a passing ship 
before setting her at the start just 
inside the Bay at the bridge. At 3:27 
a.m. we said our goodbyes, best wish- 
es, I love yous, and she jumped from 
the boat. The ebb tide was already 
ripping, and she was out the Gate and 
on her way. 

The fog was sitting low and thick, 
making visibility very limited. The 
lights of the Golden Gate Bridge 
glowed through the clouds as we got 
further and further away. We couldn’t 
see the passing shoreline except for 
the small flashing light of Point Bonita 
Lighthouse. With a strong ebb tide, 
we were whisked away into the open 
ocean and away from any light. The 
lights on the boat started attracting 
large moths, and “birds” were swoop- 
ing around the boat deck. We quickly 
realized that we weren’t seeing birds 
but bats! One even landed on Abby! 

The hours ticked by, and we were in 
a good routine. Amy fed every 30 min- 
utes, and the crew took turns keeping 
an eye on her. She brought a variety of 
feeds to keep things interesting and to 
have options if a problem arose. Her 
base feed was CarboPro in chicken 
broth. She also loved canned peaches, 
Coke and mashed potatoes. At each 
feed we would ask her if she had a 
craving for something next. Some- 
times she would have something in 
mind, other times it was chef’s choice. 
Amy kept her wit and humor through- 
out the swim, cracking jokes during 


her feeds. 

The water was glassy and smooth 
for most of the swim, and the condi- 
tions were perfect. We were socked 
in with fog but hoped to get some sun 
and clear skies eventually — they never 
came. We were only able to monitor 
our progress with digital maps and 
GPS. We monitored Amy’s speed and 
tried to hold a straight course. The 
surface currents squirreled around, 
pushing us in all directions. Without 
a horizon or landmarks, it felt like we 
were in a twilight zone bubble. The 
view was nothing but gray. 

At 10 a.m. I got into the water to 
support swim with Amy when she was 
6.5 hours into her swim. Jumping off 
the boat, the icy cold water took my 
breath away. The surface tempera- 
tures were reading mid- to low-50s 
at this time, but a foot below the 
temperatures were in the 40s. Every 
arm stroke was a mix of pleasant 
and frozen. I paced Amy for an hour, 
giving her something to sight off and 
companionship. We’ve swum so many 
hours together and all over the world. 
It was an incredible honor to share a 
small slice of this swim with her. After 
an hour, I got out, and she continued. 
Kirk and Ken also got to hop in with 
Amy for an hour each. Kirk provided 
some levity with his usual water entry, 
as well as Ken with his fitting “CUR- 
GLOFF!” proclamation (“The shock 
felt when one first plunges into cold 
water.”). 

We saw an abundance of wildlife. A 
pod of sea lions passed by porpoising 
in an impressive show. They paused 
near Amy and peeked their heads 


above the water like meerkats. They 
were curious about her and watched 
for a few minutes before continuing. 
Other pairs and pods of sea lions 
passed by, always stopping to check 
on her. A small juvenile sea lion swam 
around the boat, curious about us and 
Amy. A pilot whale was spotted to the 
north, a great sign that something else 
wasn’t lurking nearby. A few sea nettle 
jellyfish floated by Amy and stung 
her. Smacks of velella velella jellies 
floated along the surface. 

Early in the swim, a pair of western 
grebes followed Amy for a few hours. 
Darting under the water to fish and 
coming back to trail behind us. With 
the heavy fog, the bird population was 
the only sign we were getting closer to 
the Farallons. The closer we got, the 
more birds we saw. Soon, vast flocks 
of pelicans and common murre flew 
by. But everyone got quiet and serious 
when a dead sea lion was spotted 
floating by. 

At 3 p.m., we launched John 
Chapman in the kayak. We hoped this 
was the last few hours and we could 
push through the weird currents and 
progress steadily. Amy was pacing 
slightly over one mile per hour from 
fatigue and crabbing along the shifting 
currents. As the hours continued to 
tick by, the water and air were getting 
colder, and the wind picked up. With 
one mile left to go, Amy had a feed 
and, for the first time, said she felt 
cold. We told her to keep her stroke 
rate up and continue moving. She was 
doing great and would have one more 
feed before the finish. Ken took a 
water temp reading, 43 degrees F. We 
immediately worked on plans for what 
to give her at the next feed to help 
with the cold and keep her going. We 
told John in the kayak about the water 
temperature and to keep her moving 
and stroke rate up, no stopping. 

We were closing in on the island, 
but the fog was still so thick we 
couldn’t see it. With a half mile left to 
go, Amy had her last feed and pro- 
claimed, “Let’s get this done!” At a 
quarter mile, we finally saw the faint- 
est outline of the island with a white 
haze of crashing waves on the rocks. 
She was so close. At one-tenth of a 
mile, we could finally see the buoy! 

A swell of relief came over the boat. 
We had the finish in sight. Captain 
Chad maneuvered the boat as close as 
possible. We called out instructions to 
John in the kayak who would take her 
to the finish. All crew were on deck 


Continued on page 11 
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City Hall 


Supervisor Joel Engardio 


“What Would Jimmy Carter Do?’ 


A plaque that says, “What 
would Jimmy Carter Do?” 
hangs above my desk at City 
Hall. It provides inspiration 
for my work as a city supervi- 
sor — and advice for the polit- 
ical science graduates of San 
Francisco State University. 

I was invited to give their 
commencement speech. This 
is what I said: 

As graduates in political 
science, you’ ve studied state 
and federal legislatures, gov- 
ernments around the world, 
political theory, social move- 
ments and public law. 

I’m a city supervisor, which 
is probably not the most excit- 
ing reason to seek a political 
science degree. 

Many people wonder, 
“What the heck is a supervi- 
sor?” It’s a fancy word for a 
city council member. We deal 
with municipal issues. Things 
like stop signs, potholes, bike 
lanes and parking spots. It 
sounds mundane, but a hy- 
per-local issue like a parking 
spot can be very contentious. 

As political science grad- 
uates, you are charged with 
analyzing and navigating 
some of the world’s most 
intractable issues. But if you 
want to practice your skills 
for the State Department or 
the United Nations, go to any 
neighborhood association 
meeting in San Francisco and 
ask the following questions: 

Should the Great High- 
way be a highway for cars 
or a park for people? Where 
should we build housing? 
How tall can the buildings be, 
and whom should we priori- 
tize to live there? 

Dare to answer those 
questions and you risk being 
kicked out of office as a one- 
term supervisor. 

I’m a pro-housing supervi- 
sor. I believe we need more 
housing to keep families, 


students, workers and the next 
generation in San Francisco. 
As a pro-housing supervisor, 
half the voters could be angry 
at me on any given day. 

To ease my worries, my 
chief of staff gave me a 
plaque with an inspirational 
quote to hang above my desk. 
It says: “What would Jimmy 
Carter do?” 

President Carter was a one- 
term president. But history 
has shown the wisdom of his 
views on human rights, the 
economy and the environ- 
ment. 

He put solar panels on the 
White House roof 45 years 
ago. And when Jimmy Carter 
lost his 1980 re-election 
campaign, the new president 
— Ronald Reagan — tore out 
those solar panels. America 
doubled down on the gas and 
oil industry. 

Imagine how much better 
the world would be if we 
had followed Jimmy Carter’s 
vision and spent the past half 
century focused on advancing 
renewable energy. 

President Carter dealt with 
national and global issues. I 
deal with municipal issues. 
But when I face a difficult 
local situation, I often ask: 
“What would Jimmy Carter 
do?” 

I never expected I would 
have to ask that question for 
an issue far beyond my role as 
a city supervisor. But the time 
came last December when 
thousands of people asked the 
San Francisco Board of Su- 
pervisors to pass a resolution 
calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. 

My heart broke when I 
heard from residents of my 
district mourning the loss of 
family and friends in Gaza. 
They grieved over the tens 
of thousands of innocent 
civilians who were killed, the 
displacement of hundreds of 
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thousands of people and the 
lack of humanitarian aid for 
survivors. 

My stomach churned when 
I heard some public com- 
menters in the board chamber 
back in December deny the 
atrocities of Oct. 7, one of the 
most brutal and traumatizing 
attacks against Jewish people. 

Human life is sacred. But 
the debate over the resolution 
was tearing our City apart. 

Any resolution passed by 
the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors would be 
non-binding. We only have 
jurisdiction over local issues 
in our City. I wanted to tell 
people, “We need folks to 
petition our congressional rep- 
resentatives and the president! 
They have control over our 
nation’s policies on military 
spending and diplomacy. Not 
me.” 

Yet city supervisors are 
much more accessible to 
people than a federal office. 
This matters when people 
are in distress and need to be 
heard. That’s why thousands 
of people contacted their city 
supervisors and spoke at San 
Francisco’s City Hall to say 
how they felt about the war in 
Gaza. 

The messages were divided. 
The supervisors were divided. 
There was no consensus on 
what the resolution should 
say. The longer the resolution 
was debated at City Hall, the 
more it traumatized people on 
all sides. 

I felt we needed to pass 
something so we could get 
back to working on the local 
issues we have control over. 
Even as the war raged in 
Gaza, we still had a city to 
run. 

I worked with Board 
President Aaron Peskin and 
Supervisor Dean Preston to 
draft language that a majority 
of the board could support. 

Many people were upset 
that the resolution didn’t go 
into enough detail or make 
stronger points for their side. 
But it touched upon every 
point people from every side 
of the debate had asked for. 
And the resolution had the 
support of eight supervisors. 
Three opposed it. 

Supervisors can’t fix things 
happening around the world. 
But we can ensure basic city 
functions are working. And 
we can create more opportu- 
nities for people from diverse 
backgrounds to live here. 
That’s why I am a pro-hous- 
ing supervisor. 

By making it easier to live 
here, we can retain and attract 
residents who will be inspired 
to change the world — right 
here, from their home base 
in San Francisco. We could 
be home to the scientist who 
will solve climate change, or 
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base that we’re in the process 
of deploying fiber. And in 
some cases, fixed wireless can 
give better performance than 
what our copper network can 
deliver,’ said John T. Stan- 
key, AT&T’s CEO. “And we 
know that we’ll be 12 months, 
18 months from fiber deploy- 
ment, and we may want to hold 


the diplomat with a political 
science degree who negotiates 
lasting peace in the Middle 
East. Our next Jimmy Carter. 

I want to talk about the 
importance of working with 
people you don’t always agree 
with. 

Local political observers 
put me, Board President 
Aaron Peskin, and Supervi- 
sor Dean Preston in different 
factions. We’re all Democrats 
on the Board of Supervisors, 
just different shades of blue. 
Some of us are more Bernie 
and others are more Pete 
Buttigieg, with some Kamala 
Harris and Elizabeth Warren 
in the mix. 

Yet it’s important that we 
work together despite our 
differences. It helped us pass 
a ceasefire resolution 8 to 3. 

A few months later, I 
worked again with President 
Peskin and Supervisor Preston 
to pass another resolution. 

It reminded the Board of 
Supervisors to prioritize the 
municipal issues that we have 
control over. We can make 
non-binding statements on 
issues outside our jurisdiction. 
But we should be mindful it 
does not interfere with the 
local work we were elected 
to do. That resolution passed 
10 to 1. 

And when it came time for 
my housing legislation — five 
stories of housing over a com- 
munity center or corner store 
—I continued working with 
President Peskin and Supervi- 
sor Preston. 

Remember, there’s noth- 
ing more contentious in San 
Francisco local politics than 
land use and housing. But I 
worked with and negotiated 
with my colleagues to secure 
their support on my housing 
legislation. It passed unani- 
mously 11 to 0. 

There will be local laws that 
President Peskin, Supervisor 
Preston and I will not agree 
on. But we have shown how 
it’s possible to respect each 
other, work together and reach 
a solution on some tough 
issues. 

The challenges in our City 
and the world can feel daunt- 
ing. We can’t do this hard 
work without hope. That’s 
why I believe we must always 
lead with joy. 

That’s why I brought a 
night market to the Sunset. 
We must recognize the joy in 
our City and our lives. Let’s 
encourage more joy as we 
work to create our best San 
Francisco and world. 

Have you ever heard about 
the greatest generation? It was 
Jimmy Carter’s generation. 
Your great-grandparents were 
part of it. They had a tough 
childhood. 

They grew up in the worst 
financial depression the 


some customers, offering them 
a better service. And we’ll use 
it as a bridging or hold strate- 
gy for customers that are high 
value to us. And we’ll contin- 
ue to use that technique where 
we can. 

“Where [I’ve got small 
numbers of data customers in 
place, I need to get them off of 
fixed infrastructure that I ulti- 
mately want to shutter because 
that allows me to turn down a 
geography that is a low utiliza- 
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world had ever seen. When 
they graduated high school, 
they had to fight the biggest 
war the world had ever seen. 
Because freedom was under 
threat. 

By the time they were teen- 
agers, they had been through 
a lot. And the future looked 
bleak. But it didn’t stop them 
from dreaming about a better 
future. 

As adults, they were 
determined to create and 
build things they felt would 
improve the world. Things 
like television, rockets to the 
moon and the internet. 

Against all odds, they 
succeeded. That’s why they’re 
called the greatest generation. 

Most of them are gone now. 
The few remaining are 100 
years old. 

You might find something 
in common with the greatest 
generation. Like them, you 
faced a lot of adversity as 
young people. 

You suffered through a 
global pandemic at a critical 
age. And a culture of mass 
shootings. War rages in Gaza, 
Ukraine and Sudan. Human 
liberty and freedom are under 
threat across the globe. And 
you will have to fight the 
existential threat of climate 
change. 

Yet I believe you have the 
opportunity to become the 
next greatest generation. 

You can be an even greater 
greatest generation — one that 
is more inclusive and equita- 
ble. The original greatest gen- 
eration left out a lot of people 
who didn’t get to benefit from 
their success. 

When the future looks 
bleak, know that you have 
the ability to create a better 
world. Even when it feels 
daunting or scary. 

I believe that you will be 
the greatest generation yet. If 
it feels like a lot of pressure, 
know that my generation is 
committed to helping. I will 
do everything I can in my po- 
sition to support you. We can 
work together. And I will pass 
the baton when you are ready. 

It is an honor to meet you 
today. It gives me hope. You 
are stronger than you realize. 
Things will get better. And 
one day, you will look back 
with pride at your courage and 
resilience. How you tackled 
the world’s challenges and 
shined. 

Due to space restrictions, 
this is an edited version of 
Supervisor Joel Engardio’s 
column. The full version and 
an archive of his columns can 
be found at RichmondSunset- 
news.com. 

Joel Engardio is the District 
4 representative on the San 
Francisco Board of Super- 
visors. He can be reached at 
engardio .com/contact. 


tion geography and a low prof- 
itable geography on the fixed 
side,” he said. “And I can turn 
out the lights, walk away, take 
cost out of business. I will do 
that.” 

Telecommunications _ Poli- 
cy Director Regina Costa, of 
The Utility Reform Network 
(TURN), however, says AT&T 
is trying to unilaterally rewrite 
universal service in California. 
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‘Then and Now’: Judah Street at Ninth Avenue 


Sunset Beacon 


Left: Streetcar rail work underway on Judah Street at Ninth Avenue 
in April 1975. The view is looking west with the N-Judah streetcar 
in the center and St. Anne of the Sunset Church in the background. 
Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Proj- 3 —- 
ect/OpenSFHistory. Right: The buildings on the right (visible behind the streetcar) with storefronts are gone, replaced bye an apartment 
building. Streetcars are twice as long in 2024, almost 50 years since the photo on the left was taken. Photo by Michael Durand. 
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with bated breath as she swam the 
last 200 yards. We watched as each 
stroke splashed the surface and got her 
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“They could pick and choose who 
they wanted to serve,’ Costa said. 
“They could abandon entire neighbor- 
hoods and communities if they wanted 
to. They are claiming that there are al- 
ternative (COLRs) and that is not true.” 

Costa said AT&T is trying to pitch 
this as a broadband application, but she 
says what this would really do is elimi- 
nate AT&T’s obligation to serve. 

“There’s nothing now stopping 
AT&T from upgrading its network to 
deploy broadband, they just don’t want 
to,’ she said, noting that the COLR 
also serves business customers. 

One scenario in which this might 
become critical is after a major earth- 
quake, like the 1989 Loma Prieta 
quake. 

“The power was out for a consid- 
erable period of time and all of the 
things that AT&T points to as alterna- 
tives would stop working after a major 
earthquake in a prolonged power out- 
age,” Costa said. “The universal carri- 
er and (COLR) rules were adopted in 
a rule-making where everybody could 
sit down and have a rational, thought- 
ful discussion about how to go about it. 
They were not done in the context of 
a single company wanting to write its 
own rules.” 

Roger Levin lives in the Inner Rich- 
mond and only has a landline and DSL 
internet service, which uses copper 
landlines. He also remembers the 1989 
earthquake. 

“During the earthquake in ’89, I was 
working downtown,” Levin said. “Re- 
member phone booths? Well, almost all 
the cell phones were out. People were 
up and down the streets in the financial 
district waiting for the phone booths 
because those were working. So, when 
the power goes down or is interrupted, 
that’s going to be a real problem.” 

A 2021 study by the U.S. Geological 
Survey and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, titled The Hay Wired Scenario, 
considered what might happen imme- 
diately following a 7.0 rupture along 
the Hayward fault line, which runs 
through the East Bay. 

“We find potential fragilities of cen- 
tral offices and unanchored equipment 
to extreme shaking in the East Bay, 
which is compounded by fires follow- 
ing the earthquake, and that data cen- 
ters are more prone to liquefaction and 
cumulative effects of large aftershocks 
in Silicon Valley,” the report states. 

“Cellular towers built to Telecommu- 
nications Industry Alliance standards 
for wind loads appear to resist seismic 


closer. After 17 hours and 3 minutes, 
we saw her hand reach up and touch 
the buoy. John raised his kayak paddle 
to signal victory. She made it! The 
first person to swim westward from 
the Golden Gate Bridge to Farallon 
Islands. 


loads of the HayWired Scenario and 
are mostly located away from other 
earthquake hazards, but are vulnerable 
to power outages. Cellular equipment 
on poles and buildings are vulnerable 
to extreme shaking, liquefaction and 
fire hazards. 

“Long-haul and interoffice fiber op- 
tic lines cross the fault rupture, run 
through areas with liquefaction and 
(or) fire (and landslides, to a lesser 
extent), and may run along the length 
of three-quarters of the more than 100 
heavily affected bridges. Collateral 
damage to fiber optic lines may result 
from damage to or repair of bridges 
and similarly from collocations with 
roadways, railways, and water, gas and 
oil pipelines. 

“Meeting demand for voice and data 
services after a large earthquake is lim- 
ited by network functionality losses 
from damage to infrastructure, power 
outages and surges in demand for ser- 
vices.” 

Marc Rabideau lives in the Rich- 
mond District but has a physical ther- 
apy clinic at 18th Avenue and Taraval 
Street. He said losing landline service 
would significantly disrupt his busi- 
ness. 

“Td have to get a whole new sys- 
tem,” Rabideau said. “I work with a 
lot of law firms and a lot of them still 
use FAX. Not many people use FAX 
but law firms do and it would be very 
expensive for me to have to change, 
switch providers. 

“I also have a home up in Lake 
County and that has a landline. And the 
way the alarm works on the house is if 
I have a landline. It’s not wireless. So, 
if they got rid of that landline I’d be in 
trouble there. People would be break- 
ing in.” 

Dianne Sun is a caretaker for her el- 
derly mother in the Inner Richmond, 
who still uses a landline phone. 

“At her age, she’s in her 90s, she’s 
not able to use a mobile (phone) ef- 
fectively,” she said. “Let’s say I’m not 
home; my mother is on her own for a 
few hours and she needs to call some- 
one. There’s an emergency. That would 
be her only recourse is to use her land- 
line.” 

Diana Merrill manages a building 
and she prefers the landline to other 
communication technologies. 

“T like to have the landline because I 
trust it more when I’m on call, where- 
as with a smartphone you’re going to 
have to reboot the thing; you’re going 
to have to keep recharging it,” Merrill 
said. “If Ihave an emergency, I like the 
landline better. I think it’s more reli- 
able.” 


Sarah Roberts is an accomplished 
cold-water swimmer whose achieve- 
ments include to Alcatraz and from 
Alcatraz nearly 300 times. She swam 
the length of Lake Tahoe (the long 
way), swam the mouth of Monterey 
Bay, swam from Maui to Molokai, 
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the general manager of the Gold Mirror 
Italian Restaurant on Taraval at 18th 
Avenue. When the COVID-19 pan- 
demic hit, a 27-foot-long outdoor seat- 
ing area was installed adjacent to the 
restaurant as a way to continue serving 
customers. After social distancing re- 
strictions were lifted, the outside par- 
klet became a permanent addition. 

“If we don’t have that, they probably 
won’t come,” Villani said. “People got 
so used to it. And a lot of people don’t 
want to be back inside.” 

With business declining, Villani and 
her partners decided to temporarily 
close the Gold Mirror to complete ren- 
ovations. 

The Taraval Street construction 
project created commuting challenges 
throughout the neighborhood, which 
ultimately caused storefronts to receive 
less business. 

“T used to stop there a lot for differ- 
ent things,” said Elisa Smith, a resident 
of the Outer Sunset living near Tara- 
val. Smith commutes to the College 
of Marin and prefers to complete her 
errands outside of the neighborhood. 
“Now, I just avoid the area.” 

Older and disabled clients have dealt 
with hard-to-navigate, dangerous de- 
tours to access shops and offices in the 
area. 

The Sunset District is home to the 
largest elderly population in San Fran- 
cisco, according to SF supervisorial 
district health data from 2020. Approx- 
imately 19% of the population living in 
District 4, which covers the Sunset, is 
65 or older. This is 4% higher than the 
district average of the City. 

“We have a lot of elderly clients who 
have had a difficult, if not impossible, 
time because there’s no parking here 
anymore,” said Daniel Byrne, an at- 
torney at law specializing in trust and 
estate cases. “It’s going to be devastat- 
ing. Frankly, I’m not going to renew 
my lease.” 

Byrne picked up the lease of the of- 
fice at 1514 Taraval St. when his for- 
mer boss died in 2012. He did not con- 
sider leaving before the construction in 
the neighborhood began. He expressed 
that the project has lacked account- 
ability and caused additional damage 
throughout the neighborhood. 

“They (the construction company) 
broke a water line, and it caused a cou- 
ple of months of our water bill to be 
over $1,000 and we had to battle with 
that,” Byrne said. 

After months of negotiating with the 
City, he was able to receive compensa- 
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Molokai to Lanai and Lanai to Maui 
in three consecutive days. She swam 
from Ireland to Scotland, swam 
around Manhattan Island in New York 
and swam during the Bay to Breakers 
around San Francisco from the bay to 
Ocean Beach multiple times. 


tion for his water bill expenses and the 
water supply line was repaired. How- 
ever, other businesses have not had as 
much luck in receiving compensation. 

“It’s nothing that they’re going to 
cover, not the insurance companies, 
not the construction company, not 
the City,” said Robert Guerra, a se- 
nior partner of Guerra’s Meat Market. 
Guerra’s has been a fixture on Tara- 
val Street 1954. It originally openend 
at 22nd Avenue and later moved to its 
current location at 15th Avenue. 

The market was left with chipped 
tiles and concrete splattered outside of 
the storefront after construction. 

“There’s really no money nor is there 
any sort of accountability,” Guerra em- 
phasized. “That’s really what the bot- 
tom line is. There’s no accountability.” 

Newer businesses have had trouble 
gaining traction within the neighbor- 
hood because of accessibility issues. 
Mayra “MJ” Watson opened her mas- 
sage studio, The Hidden Gem, roughly 
one year ago and has slowly felt the ef- 
fects of the Taraval construction on her 
business. Her studio is located at 2505 
Taraval St. 

“My business has really suffered,” 
Watson said. “Not only because the 
noise and shaking makes it impossible 
to relax, but also because there is no 
parking some days.” 

Watson has even been hesitant to 
put her logo on the storefront because 
of other businesses’ experiences with 
window damage during construction. 

“I work with people that have dis- 
abilities, mobility issues and elderly 
people,” Watson said. “I have to just 
cancel their appointments.” 

Watson explained one of her clients 
walks with a breathing machine and 
she had to begin using Uber, creating 
extra costs, because she could no lon- 
ger find parking near The Hidden Gem. 

“Tt creates tension in the neighbor- 
hood,” Watson added. 

Exhausted by the ongoing construc- 
tion, business owners began organizing 
a protest to speak out on the duration of 
the Taraval project in February. How- 
ever, District 4 Supervisor Joel Engar- 
dio stated that he would advocate for 
compensation for the loss of business 
in the area to the Board of Supervisors. 
The protest was called off afterward. 

Smith is considering arranging an- 
other protest in June if compensation 
does not materialize and enough trac- 
tion could be gained among business 
owners. 
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GG Park Horses 
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the report said. “This has led to a deg- 
radation in communication between 
staff and upper management and has 
compromised the welfare of the hors- 
es. Staff were discouraged from con- 
tacting Sue or Shawn for vet care by 
onsite management who said that up- 
per management would be unreceptive 
to questions and requests for horse 
care. 

“This lack of communication and 
trust may have contributed to (the 
horse) Beamer’s unfortunate passing 
as the early warning signs of her wors- 
ening care were overlooked. This is 
compounded with the issue that many 
of the staff members on site were not 
experienced horse people. They were 
largely uneducated in how to diagnose 
and treat common ailments. And all 
staff are incapable of administering 
veterinary care to help or ease suffer- 
ing with one exception (no longer em- 
ployed).” 

Among numerous complaints was 
the horses were simply overworked, 
even after a staff member requested 
management reduce the workload. 

“Even so, upper management add- 
ed additional events to Sundays rather 
than removing events from Saturdays, 
further increasing their workload,” ac- 
cording to the whistleblower report. 
“Regardless of staff feedback, Chapar- 
ral continued to increase the workload, 
adding beach rides and adding to the 
camp schedule. Though they brought 
in three new horses in April ... two of 
those horses have become unusable 
in the program ... through recurring 
lameness and a colic episode on July 
3, 2021. 

“At the time this document is be- 
ing written, the horses are working 
every weekday including weekends 
(10 a.m.-5 p.m.) and as often as ever 
(approximately 40 clients per day). 
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They are used for summer camp from 
9 am.-1:30 p.m. (about 40 kids per 
day). About 5-6 horses are used for 
another two hours for advanced camp. 
Advanced camp is heavier work than 
kids’ camp, usually having the horses 
trotting and steering. 

“Some lessons, saddle club (3-6 rid- 
ers) and beach rides are also scheduled 
during the week. 

“This is an unprecedented workload. 
As a result, horses are put under a great 
deal of stress, tied and tacked most of 
the day in the sun without shade, and 
some have been coming up lame or 
‘off.’ Additionally, horses have been 
exhibiting behavioral issues (biting, 
kicking, bucking, bolting). With proac- 
tive changes to horse management al- 
lowing horses adequate rest, veterinary 
treatment and forage, as well as some 
reduction in workload, these horses 
may be able to recover and proceed 
with less injury.” 

The report also states the indoor 
sleeping quarters of the horses were not 
big enough, leading to problems of the 
horses not getting enough sleep. And 
they were not kept clean enough. 

“Due to the relative size of the hors- 
es to their stalls, the stalls rapidly fill 
up with waste causing the majority 
of the bedding to become soaked and 
dirty,” according to the report. “As a 
result, the few horses that do lay down 
(on occasion) are found in the morning 
soaked in manure and urine.” 

It gave examples of neglected horses 
and alleged results from that neglect, 
citing three horses in particular: Jack, 
Sammie and Beamer. 

“Jack was found colicking in a re- 
cumbent position. Onsite care was 
unable to rouse Jack and the episode 
was beyond the scope of onsite care. 
Veterinary care is only obtained un- 
der the purview of Sue and/or Shawn, 
who are not onsite to assess or react. 
When notified, the response by upper 
management was that “Jack just has to 
work through it’ as well as a thumbs-up 


You don’t need to 

be perfect to bea 
foster parent, you 
just need to care. 


You caw foster SF 


SFHSA.org/Kids 


emoji and no vet was acquired. 

“Sammie, a bay Arabian mare with 
one sock on the right hind came up with 
lameness and swelling in the left hind 
preventing her from bearing weight on 
the limb for any significant portion of 
time. An employee alerted on site man- 
agement on June 13,2021, who relayed 
the message to upper management. 

“Upper management told them to 
wait and see if the condition resolved. 
Shawn came out to examine Sammie 
during the week, but did not contact 
a veterinarian. The leg was poulticed 
and wrapped and Sammie was taken 
out of work. However, she continued 
to show signs of pain on this limb and 
spent most of her time outside of her 
stall laying down. Sammie was finally 
removed to Woodside for treatment the 
morning of June 20, 2021, after a full 
week of evident pain. 

“Beamer ‘underwent two instances 
of severe colic in my time at Chaparral 
GGP. When the first episode occurred, 
she was found laying down at the end 
of the day, was unwilling to get up, and 
had white gums. As Chaparral does 
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not employ a vet for their GGP hors- 
es, a staff member had to drive to the 
Woodside area to acquire banamine, an 
NSAID pain relieving medication from 
the farrier/handyman (a round-trip of 
about two hours). Upon administering 
banamine, Beamer recovered. 

“On the morning of Wednesday, June 
30, 2021, Beamer again colicked, fol- 
lowing several weeks of weight loss, 
increased biting and lethargy in les- 
sons, which was noticed by myself and 
onsite staff. 

“On that morning, Beamer was re- 
ported to be somewhat less reactive to 
having her cinch tightened that morn- 
ing, but staff was not aware that she 
was in duress until she collapsed in the 
middle of a camp session. Staff was 
able to remove the rider beforehand, 
but had to bring Beamer to her feet 
again to remove the saddle. She laid 
down repeatedly despite efforts to keep 
her standing and walking, which is ev- 
idence of extreme duress. She was hu- 
manely put down at Woodside, which 
spared her a long journey with a likely 
poor prognosis.” 
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